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Preface 
This volume has grown out of a symposium on Trends in Discrete Mathematics 
held at the 'Zentrum ffir interdisziplin/ire Forschung' from October 29-31, 1992 in 
Bielefeld. The purpose of this symposium was to give an overview on current and 
future trends in discrete mathematics. We were happy that most of the invited 
speakers, all of whom are prominent researchers in their respective fields, were able to 
participate. Stimulated by an attentive and appreciative audience and by the pleasant 
atmosphere in the ZiF, the lectures turned out to be very instructive and inspiring, 
constituting a rich body of fascinating information on the many-facetted field of 
discrete mathematics. 
We have asked the speakers to formalize and to extend their lectures into written 
surveys, giving a more complete account of the topics presented. Some of these articles 
are more research papers, others are expository surveys of particular areas. They all 
try to appeal to experts as well as to non-experts. 
The symposium on Trends in Discrete Mathematics was generously supported by 
the Sonderforschungsbereich 'Diskrete Strukturen in der Mathematik' and by the 
'Zentrum f/Jr interdisziplin/ire Forschung' in Bielefeld. Only through this invaluable 
support was this meeting possible. The editors wish to express their sincere thanks and 
appreciation. 
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